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Lost & Found Grief Center provides grief support services, at no charge,
in a safe and supportive environment for children, young adults, and

their families grieving the death of a loved one. 



Mission & Beliefs

What We Believe
Every person deserves the
opportunity to grieve in a

supportive and understanding
environment. Our society often

fails to understand or support the
needs of those in grief.  

Grief is a natural reaction to
death for children as well as
adults
Within each individual is the
natural capacity to heal
oneself
The duration and intensity of
grief are unique for each
individual
Caring and acceptance assist
in the healing process 

Guiding Principles:

We provide therapeutic grief
support to individuals and

families from Springfield and the
surrounding counties.  

 
We work with the bereaved to

provide education and support as
they travel their journey of grief

to find peace, hope, and a new
normal as they face life without

their deceased loved one. 

For more information please visit 
our website or call our office.  

www.LostAndFoundOzarks.com 
(417) 865-9998 

It’s hard to believe I have worked
at Lost & Found Grief Center for
one and a half years. In last fall’s
newsletter I wrote how I cried a
lot due to the heartbreaking
details of death and sadness that
walk through our doors. I don’t
cry anymore, but it is not
because I am indifferent or numb
to the stories. What has changed
over the last year and a half is I
can see the difference in the
hundreds of children, teens and   

From the Executive Director

adults who attend our therapeutic grief support groups. I have
seen our staff and volunteers meet them with the shared
understanding of love, loss and grief. Families who attend our
groups find hope of a new normal without their loved one, learn to
communicate openly and honestly about their feelings, and
recognize that, above all, they are not alone in their grief battle.  
 
Hope is our foundation, and we are here to help. 
 
Emily Givens 
Executive Director 



 whom she met while working at BKD.  Holly grew up in
Oklahoma and attended the University of Tulsa. She is a
CPA and we are blessed that she utilizes those skills here
for us. She is an invaluable asset, and we are so thankful
for her dedication to our mission.  When Holly was 21, her
17 year old brother died by suicide.  She has spoken of her
struggle with finding and affording counseling as a young
college student and how an organization like ours would
have been such a benefit to her.  Because of her life
experience, it is important to Holly that she give back to
organizations close to her heart.  We are truly blessed to
have Holly as part of Lost & Found Grief Center.   

Volunteer Spotlight
“Volunteers do not necessarily have the time, they just have the heart.”   

Elizabeth Andrew

     We would like to shine our volunteer spotlight on Holly Bodnar!  Holly has been volunteering with
us for more  than two years.  The above quote exemplifies who Holly is, and that is an incredibly busy
and dedicated lady.  She is mom to Clair (13) and Paige (9).  They keep Holly very busy with both
school and extracurricular activities. Holly has been married for 16 years to her sweetheart, Bryan,   

Lost & Found Grief Center Board of Directors
Ron Prenger, Chairperson 
CoxHealth 
 
Gary Leonard, Vice-Chairperson 
Leonard's Steak 'n' Shake 
 
Andrea Stevens CPA, Treasurer 
Elliott, Robinson & Company 
 
Shannon Nagy, Secretary 
Community Volunteer 
 
Shawn Askinosie, Co-Founder      
Askinosie Chocolate 
  
Robert M. Cavagnol, MD 
Mercy Health Springfield
Communities 
 
John Doran 
Doran Homes, Inc.  

Teresa Grantham Fiester 
Grantham Fiester Law  
 
Steve Jasinski 
Community Volunteer 
 
Joe Johnson 
International Dehydrated Foods,
Inc. 
 
Brad Lawing 
LF Wealth Advisors 
 
Monte McNew 
Springfield First Community Bank 
 
Mark McQueary 
Neale & Newman, LLP 
 
Judi Phillips 
Community Volunteer 

Angela Smith 
AdSmith 
 
Jason Smith 
Spencer Fane 
 
David Stotelmyer 
BKD, CPAs & Advisors 
 
Tyler Thompson 
Thompson Sales 
 
Cindy Wyrsch 
Community Volunteer 



Jessica's Story
     "I decided to come to group because in the span of
twelve months I got married, started my first job out
of college, lost my best friend in a car accident,
bought our first house, lost my dad, and two weeks
later we found out  were expecting our first child.
With all of the major life events at once, I knew I
needed a support group that "got it." My dad was
the rock of our family. He was kind, patient, and
always there for everything. 
 
If someone were thinking about coming to group I
would tell them it’s worth it. In the beginning it can
be uncomfortable. When you put the work in,
there's sense of relief you experience from hearing
others who understand. It's absolutely worth the
effort to attend. You're with a group of people that
"get it." Our circumstances are different but our
pain is the same." 

Follow us on social media for more: 
Lost & Found  
Grief Center @LostandFoundGC @LostandFoundGC



Game Day 2018

Game Day is Lost & Found’s annual indoor tailgate provide support for grieving
families.We filled Springfield Brewing Company with almost 200 people for a fun night of

game-watching, eating, drinking, and raffling off amazing packages.  
We hope to see you next year!

We want to thank our sponsors,
attendees, and all the businesses who
made this event possible! Game Day

2018  raised over $30,000 for grieving
families in southwest Missouri. Thank
you to our team of Young Ambassadors
who put in the hard work of planning

this event!



November is Children's  
Grief Awareness Month 

     Children’s Grief Awareness Month was
created with the spirit of community in mind.
During the month of November, you can show

your support for those who are grieving as
they do the difficult work of rebuilding their

lives. Let them know you care! 

No Child Should  
Grieve Alone

At Lost & Found Grief Center, hope is the foundation of
everything we do with our families. This foundation

provides support and a safe place for them as they walk
through their grief journey together. This support

reminds children they are not alone. They are able to meet
other grieving kids and, for the first time, they know

there are others walking in grief-filled shoes.

Wear Blue 
Thursday, November 15

Show your support for grieving children by wearing blue all day Thursday, November 15.
Encourage your co-workers, classmates, friends, and family to join you. It may seem like a

small gesture to you, but to a child, represents one more adult who is in their corner.

Thursday, November 15 
Building Tours: 10 am-4 pm 

Food Trucks Open: 11am-2pm

Spend your lunch break with Lost & Found Grief Center. Where you will find food trucks,  
a coffee truck, and plenty of people to tell you more about how we help grieving families

and give you a tour if you would like. 



Change the Life of a Grieving Child
"It's important."

Give Hope

Urijah was pretending to talk to his
uncle on the phone. He told his

coordinator, "I'm telling him about  
Lost & Found." She asked him, "Well,

what did you tell him?" Uriah very
plainly told her, " It's important."  

 
We may not know what is so important

about Lost & Found to Urijah, but we
know it matters. Small moments like

this one remind us that children do
grieve and they need a safe place. 

When children come to Lost & Found Grief Center, they all have one thing in
common, the shared experience of grief. This lets them know they are not alone. Life

may never look the same, but children at Lost & Found learn from others how to
rebuild their life on a foundation of hope.  

 
 While we cannot prevent grief, together we can ensure that children never have to

grieve alone. Because of your support, their hearts are mended at Lost & Found Grief
Center.   

 
We need your financial help to ensure all grieving children find a  

foundation of hope. 

$25 provides one group's supplies for a month 
$50 provides background checks for four facilitators 
$120 provides candle lighting materials for a year 
$180 provides new family packets for a year 
$300 provides one group’s supplies for a year 
$480 provides group facilitator training for a year 
$1,000 provides support for one participant for a year 
Other Amount:

Children are the forgotten grievers. 

Donations of any amount are greatly appreciated. 



Save the Dates

P.O. Box 3008 
Springfield, MO 65808

Game Day Sponsors

Wish List
November 15 

Children's Grief Awareness Day 
Wear Blue 

 
November 15  
11 am to 2 pm 

Lunch on the Lot 
 

January 19, 2019 
Evening of Hope 

 
May 23, 2019  

Run & Remember 
 

June 10, 2019 
Golf Fore Hope Tournament 

HALL OF FAME SPONSOR 
Steve & Rhonda Jasinski 

 
GAMES SPONSORS  

Centric MIT 
Neale & Newman 

 
ALL AMERICAN SPONSORS 

BluCurrent 
In Loving Memory of  

     Dr. William "Bill" Campbell 
Guaranty Bank 

Heim-Young & Associates  
Rod & Susan Gertson 

Mike & Shannon Nagy 
Southern Bank 

Titan Title & Closing  

These are just a few of the amazing
businesses and people that made

Game Day 2018 possible. Thank you
to all of our sponsors!

White Copier Paper 
Multi-Colored Copier Paper  
White Cardstock 
Books of Stamps 
Toilet Paper 
Paper Towels 
Clorox Wipes
Kleenex 
Theraputty
White Votive Candles 

We are often asked for a list of in-kind donations that
would be helpful. These are a few items we go through
very quickly in the office. Feel free to call the office if

you have more questions about this list. 
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